




Berta Smetana’s postcard to her daughter, Lucie Smetana. 

 
 
The card, translated by Margret Vince, reads in English: 
 

 

       3 IX 39 

 My dear, precious little Lucie,  

 

I am desperate as I have had no mail from you for two 

weeks now. I have been travelling for 24 hours and have 

just ended up here. If I don't find little Sonja (Sonjali) 

soon, I may not find her perhaps for months, because the 

evaluation is kept secret. I don't know where Omi 

(granny) is either. 

 

Lucie, for your birthday I wish you every good thing, and 

above all health, health, and once again health. I shall 

send you a present from Paris. 



Write straight away Paris, 24 Bld. Malesherbes 

It may take another day or two until I arrive there. 
 

Warm and loving kisses from your Mummy. 
 
 
Susan Soyinka, Berta’s granddaughter. 


